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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

Unveiling the Truth Is a Duty of the Media

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini

Originally published in Arabic - 2010 | Earliest dated source supplied: 22 November 2010

These texts were originally written and published in Arabic. Each Arabic text is followed by an English
translation prepared for this 2026 edition. Original wording and references have been retained, with
paragraph layout arranged for reading and forum interface material removed. This is an archival
edition, not a scholarly verification of the references quoted. Publication dates are those displayed by
the forums; separate composition dates have not been established.

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Blessings and peace be
upon the best of God's creation, Abu al-Qasim Muhammad, and all the pure members of
his household: Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn, and the nine infallible ones. May these
blessings never cease and have no end, for as long as | remain and night and day
endure. To proceed:

We praise God and thank Him for the blessing He has bestowed on His needy servants.
We are all in need of God, while God is the Self-Sufficient, the Praiseworthy. We must
therefore turn to Him in prayer so that He may help us use this blessing correctly,
honestly and beneficially.

God has bestowed on us, His servants from the first to the last, many great blessings that
we can neither number nor encompass. These blessings have been renewed and
developed according to the needs of each time and place. God, exalted is He, has not
merely granted us these blessings; He has also given us renewed gifts according to the
needs of the age and its people. One is the blessing of the media.

Our present age witnesses the height of development in the media and their methods.
This has coincided with advances in the means and technologies used in their production,
particularly visual media, which have become an arena in which media institutions
compete for first place in people's attention.

Today the media are an extremely important means of conveying and planting ideas and
theories in human minds, consciously or unconsciously. Vulgar media therefore represent
a very dangerous tool for Muslim societies that receive them, because such media are
based on Western cultures far removed from our Islamic teachings and social customs.
Questionable relationships, uncontrolled emotions and immoral situations in series, films,
advertisements and programmes, even children's programmes, are presented daily to
our young people and children through attractive effects and sophisticated design that
draw them in and encourage them to watch to the end.
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There is no doubt that institutions offering this kind of media deploy vast resources,
substantial expertise and immense financial support to make these works appear so
polished in production and direction. It is also clear that, in this respect, such media
remain far ahead of Islamic media in general. Some of our media institutions still follow
the same traditional methods, which have become outdated and appeal only to a limited
audience.

We, and everyone who recognises this painful condition of Islamic media, should
therefore call for an approach with greater appeal and acceptance across society. We
should call for an educational approach rooted in the knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt,
blessings and peace be upon them, that can match Western media in ideas and methods.
It should unveil lost truths and make that unveiling a duty of the media, because media
work is not simply narration and presentation: it is the communication of an idea, and a
useful idea above all.

Television networks, satellite channels, computers and the internet occupy a major place
in people's lives today, especially with their development and the multiplication of the
ways these devices attract people, including worthwhile ones. Many people spend the
entire night, sometimes until dawn, moving from one channel to another or from one
website to another, among sites and channels of entertainment, series and other
material. When they finish, overcome by heavy drowsiness and with eyes strained, ask
them what they have gained from this shifting between sites or channels, and they offer
every kind of justification. Then they go to bed without remembering their Lord, or even
offering a prayer for themselves.

So it goes every day: occupied by work in the daytime, and by idleness and amusement
at night. When will a person awaken from heedlessness and look towards the future and
the Hereafter?

It is related that the Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, forbade us to be like
a tethered or freely roaming beast, concerned only with its fodder and occupied with
gathering it. He said, peace be upon him: "l was not created to be occupied with eating
delicacies, like the tethered beast whose concern is its fodder, or the roaming beast
occupied with picking up food, filling its belly from its grazing and heedless of what is
intended for it."

Why should a person accept being reduced to this condition, concerned only with
appetite, play and diversion?

Accounts relate that children said to God's prophet Yahya, peace be upon him: "Come
and play with us." He answered: "We were not created for play." God, exalted is He, then
revealed concerning him: "We gave him judgement while still a child."
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Let your motto, my believing brother, come from the depths of your heart and echo the
words of the prophet Yahya, peace be upon him: "We were not created for play." God
surely created us for a higher and nobler purpose.

We therefore need to launch our message. In this age, our message is a call to establish
a particular mission for Islamic media: a mission so developed, skilful and engaging that
it draws the attention of young people and children and turns them away from other
media messages and means.

Consider what happened in Iraqgi society when some satellite channels broadcast the
Islamic religious series Yusuf al-Siddiqg. In my own view, this series and others like it, if
such examples were repeated, would become a source of pride for Islamic media. People
welcomed the presence of an Islamic character even when discussing the story's
approach or the actors playing its roles. Those actors were portraying figures who shaped
history from a particular perspective and during a particular period.

In a single viewing, the audience thus gained several things: suspense, a lesson,
intellectual benefit, historical information and an explanation of a verse of divine
remembrance. Ultimately, it was the story of one of God's greatest prophets, peace be
upon him. This is what we gained from one contribution in the early stages of Islamic
media. What, then, might we gain if our media were entirely Islamic?

That is one side. On the other, what have we gained from young people's following other
media? Let us compare another single viewing: for example, one episode of a Turkish
series broadcast recently by what | call the channels of dust. What did we gain? Yes, we
gained several things: young people losing their way through addiction to drugs and
hashish by imitating other young people, quite apart from early smoking; the spread of
drinking and intoxication; the evident debasement of girls at a young age; and discussion
of matters that make one's skin crawl, particularly childbearing before marriage and
where that path ends.

Here the question must be asked: is there a difference? The answer is yes, without the
slightest doubt. Without neutrality and without argument, the difference is very clear.
Everyone knows it: Western media themselves, Islamic media, the audiences of both, and
even the ordinary person.

We must therefore strengthen our relationship with Islamic media to obtain a sound and
clear Islamic culture, addressed by the heavenly religions, Islamic laws and rulings, and
the prophetic tradition, which unveiled the truth and imposed the duties mentioned upon
the media. Our society is particularly ready to engage with Islamic media because they
accord with its principles, customs and traditions.
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This will only be achieved if the relevant authorities, religious and governmental alike,
give the subject the highest importance, gathering expertise, deploying resources and
developing considered plans capable of accommodating contemporary Muslim
aspirations in this field.

God is the purpose behind this endeavour, and our final prayer is: praise be to God, Lord
of the worlds.

Writer: Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini.
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