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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

A Journey Without Return

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini

Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 29 July 2009

These texts were originally written and published in Arabic. Each Arabic text is followed by an English
translation prepared for this 2026 edition. Original wording and references have been retained, with
paragraph layout arranged for reading and forum interface material removed. This is an archival
edition, not a scholarly verification of the references quoted. Publication dates are those displayed by
the forums; separate composition dates have not been established.

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
Blessings and peace be upon the master of the messengers, Muhammad, and his blessed
household. To proceed:

A Journey Without Return

Identity card

1. Name: the human being, a child of Adam.
2. Nationality: from the dust.

3. Address: planet Earth.

Journey details

1. Departure station: the life of this world.

2. Arrival station: the grave, then the abode of the Hereafter.

3. Reporting time: "The agony of death has come with the truth; that is what you used to
evade."

4., Departure time: "No soul knows in which land it will die."

Items permitted on the journey

1. Two metres of white cloth and some cotton.
2. Deeds already performed, good or bad.
Nothing else may be taken on the journey.

What may reach the traveller after departure

1. Continuing charity: make use of your time here before leaving.

2. The prayer of a righteous child: raise your child well, and the child will pray sincerely
for you.

3. Beneficial knowledge: "And We taught the human being what he did not know."
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Please pay attention

The journey is arduous, lonely and frightening unless the following conditions are
observed:

1. Obey the commands and avoid the prohibitions set out in the Book of God Almighty
and by His beloved chosen Prophet Muhammad and his good and pure household,
blessings and peace be upon them all.

2. Frequently remember the destroyer of pleasures: death.

3. Honour your parents and maintain family ties.

4. Make use of opportunities for goodness, including voluntary acts of worship:
remembering God, His chosen Prophet Muhammad and his pure household, blessings and
peace be upon them all; prayer; zakat; and other good deeds.

5. Shorten your strides across the fields of long worldly hopes.

6. Ensure that everything you use is lawful, including food, drink, clothing and other
things.

Those who are willing, and those who are unwilling, must prepare for departure before
the journey takes them by surprise while they still hope for a long stay.

For further information

Please consult the Book of God Almighty, His noble Messenger Muhammad and his pure
household, blessings and peace be upon them all. The connection is direct and free,
wherever you are, and there is no need to confirm your reservation.

Your brother.

Original publication links and dates

Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums ~ - 29 July 2009
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Empire of Kings Forums » - 29 July 2009
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