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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

The Ruler Is the Cause

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini

Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 23 March 2009

These texts were originally written and published in Arabic. Each Arabic text is followed by an English
translation prepared for this 2026 edition. Original wording and references have been retained, with
paragraph layout arranged for reading and forum interface material removed. This is an archival
edition, not a scholarly verification of the references quoted. Publication dates are those displayed by
the forums; separate composition dates have not been established.

Part One

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
Al-Husseini Articles: The Ruler Is the Cause

In the name of the Lord of might and majesty, in the name of the Creator of everything in
existence, in the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Blessings and
peace be upon the best of creation, the victorious and supported Abu al-Qasim
Muhammad; upon his successor, his brother and cousin, the Commander of the Faithful
Abu al-Hasan Ali; upon the truthful, pure part of him, Fatima al-Zahra, mistress of the
women of the worlds; upon Hasan al-Askari, the pure; upon the martyr of estrangement,
anguish and affliction, Abu Abd Allah al-Husayn; and upon the nine infallible, blessed
proofs of God, from this day and hour until the appearance of their final one, who
completes their message, the Imam of the God-fearing, the awaited Hujja, and beyond
that until the Day of Judgement. May God's blessings and peace be upon them all.

To proceed: my companions, my brothers in faith and I live in a time of multiplying
tyrants and expanding supreme domination: authority.

Authority, authority, authority. It is a word we have long heard on the lips of family,
relatives and friends. Many thought it had only one meaning: supreme government of the
state, such as presidents and prime ministers, and no one else. This is not entirely
correct, because the final restriction in their explanation must be removed. In my own
view, authority is the tangible power used by someone of greater influence over those of
lesser influence, or over employees and workers under that person's control, as with
heads of departments and employers.



AL-HUSSEINI ARTICLES - 2009-2010

The person with influence becomes the legislator of the rules within their reach, the rules
of their work, and also their enforcer, commanding and prohibiting at the same time.

They impose punishments for mistakes while forgetting rewards for good work. Thus they
become a terrible and powerful tyrant, holding the domination of influence and authority.

They do not even consider that the Lord of might and majesty, God, the Creator of
everything in existence, established the law of the universe as a law of punishment and
reward. Through that law, matters are balanced and the scales remain level without
either pan being disturbed. Glory be to God.

Here we must wonder. Glory be to God: how extraordinary! The Lord of the heavens and
earth governs the universe by a just law. Then a servant of God, weak and insignificant,
worth less in power than an ant walking on the earth when compared with the Creator's
might, makes a law of his own and contradicts the supreme law of the universe, the
divine law.

This servant's law punishes anyone among the governed who errs, but imposes no
punishment for the ugly mistakes of the person who holds authority and influence.
Someone among the governed who performs their work and duty perfectly does not
receive even passing thanks. Yet if we, the subordinates, see something from this person
that we suppose to be good, we must excel in every art of thanks and praise, without
prior knowledge of the truth or credibility of that act, which is most often false.

Time passes, and the subordinates find themselves pleading, not for a pardon or to prove
their innocence, but for a reduced sentence for a fault or sin they never actually
committed. Once punished, a subordinate may turn into a new tyrant, greater and wider
in tyranny. The inward thinking of the weak-willed is: it is better to become a tyrant and
do what a tyrant does than to be oppressed and punished for everything without reason
or fault.

They forget that their exemplar, peace be upon him, was killed unjustly because he
would not abandon what he was born to do: establish truth within his grandfather's
community. Nor have they paid attention to the outside world, including the Western
world, which has begun to apply teachings of our religion without professing it.

Even the Indian elder Gandhi, who lived in a country of many religions and schools of
thought, including religions which, in the article's words, had lost the path by not
acknowledging the lordship of the One, the All-Subduing, said: "l learned from Husayn to
be oppressed and thus be victorious." He was never a Shi'a, nor even a Muslim, yet he
read the life of Imam Husayn, blessings and peace be upon him, marvelled at what he
read, and began to apply some of it, if not all of it, fully. Why not? He saw truth, was
guided by it and followed those who bore it. What might happen if we too applied the
example of our Imam Husayn, peace be upon him?
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Returning to our first topic, authority, we see its holder laying down laws, enacting them
and taking the throne of command. We subordinates are then expected to apply those
laws without regard for whether they are correct or whether they agree with Islamic law.

For example: you, the ruler, deprive me of a livelihood and leave me, my family and my
children hungry, unable to meet daily needs or the costs of illness. Then you entrust me
with a fantastic sum of money and assign me tasks requiring it to be spent within a
month, for example. Meanwhile, | see you squandering money without the slightest
reason.

Do you know, dear reader, what will happen? Satanic thinking will begin within this poor
servant, who was once upright: why am | poor and the ruler rich? What did he do to
become wealthy?

Those educated in religion, for education has many forms, understand an idea when they
hear it: this is right and that is wrong. Yet education in its various forms is often absent
among the majority of the poor. To refine and shape a person, education requires
resources, money and funds, and this servant's children have a more immediate claim on
those resources. His children are slowly dying of hunger.

Without a guide or rescuer, you will witness the birth of a new tyrant, greater and more
powerful in domination than the first. Why? Because he experienced deprivation in its
fullest form and found no rescuer or helper. You will then see him misuse the money
entrusted to him.

Once he reaches the stage of accumulating money and what money brings, palaces and
property of every kind, which we know were acquired through wrongdoing rather than
right, we will witness a fundamental change. This time the change is not in the new
tyrant, formerly the poor servant, but in the first ruler: fear that power may change
hands when the strong remove someone who has become their equal in strength.

The ruler fears for his position and authority. Whom does he fear? The simple, poor
employee, the new tyrant, who has gained influence and power through unlawful money.

Your brother,
Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini.

Part Two

Here someone may ask how the poor servant became a tyrant, beyond what has already
been explained. The answer is that he used one of the laws that fall outside the principles
and order of religious law:

Wrong 1 x Wrong 2 = Wrong 3
Good 1 x Wrong 2 = Wrong 3
Wrong 1 x Good 2 = Wrong 3
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This is the true law of life according to Islamic law: anything into which wrongdoing
enters, whether a little or a great deal, is wrong. Only the basic law of successful life,
Islamic life, remains:

Good 1 x Good 2 = Good 3

We therefore understand that, broadly speaking, human life has four laws. Three have no
connection with the true Islamic approach, and Islam rejects them. One alone is born of
Islam: the Islamic law.

The poor employee did not forget that he had once been poor, so he remembered the
poor by giving them some of the money he acquired. This explains the path of the new
ruler, the former poor servant. The problem is that he did not use the single Islamic law,
but the other three. In doing so, he created a generation of tyrants and people who
commit prohibited acts.

A poor person rarely asks where the money came from, because he needs to send a sick
relative to hospital, feed his children or clothe them like other children. Someone
experiencing deprivation may keep looking at a person he considers better off, without
knowing that this person is far worse, for everything in his belly is unlawful, and unlawful
alone.

Someone may ask what these four laws mean. | shall explain them.
The first law: Wrong 1 x Wrong 2 = Wrong 3

For example, someone obtains money through theft, Wrong 1, and spends it on gambling,
Wrong 2. Whether he wins or loses, the game is forbidden: maysir, as mentioned in the
noble Qur'an, "Wine and gambling have been forbidden to you." He is therefore involved
in wrongdoing, Wrong 3, and, without the slightest doubt, his destination is Hell, an evil
end.

The second law: Good 1 x Wrong 2 = Wrong 3

Someone works diligently, perhaps as a doctor, to give just one example, and earns a
living by honest toil and the sweat of his brow, Good 1. He spends the money he has
earned on drinking alcohol and gambling, whether all of it or some of it, Wrong 2. How
does he differ from the first person who committed wrongdoing? His fate will be theirs,
and his dwelling and resting place will also be Hell, Wrong 3. Both the Fire and Paradise
have degrees.

The third law: Wrong 1 x Good 2 = Wrong 3
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Someone works as an employee in the Ministry of Finance or one of its departments, for
example. The state entrusts him with people's money, and he steals it or increases it
unlawfully, through gambling for instance, Wrong 1. He spends that money helping the
poor and needy, Good 2. His final destination is nevertheless the blazing Hell, Wrong 3.

Someone may ask: if the employee uses money acquired unlawfully and spends it on a
good cause, does he have the same fate as the others? Why?

The answer, without doubt or hesitation, is yes, because he has done four things:

1. Stolen.

2. Betrayed a trust.

3. Misused the money, multiplying it through gambling, for example.

4. Put unlawful sustenance into the bellies of needy people without their knowledge.

A poet addresses such people:

You who enjoy the world and all its adornments,

whose eyes never sleep away from its pleasures,

you have occupied yourself with what you cannot attain.
What will you say to God when you meet Him?

Here we should mention the final law.
The fourth law: Good 1 X Good 2 = Good 3

Someone works as a teacher, for example, fulfils his duty correctly and without
hesitation, and earns his money by honest toil and the sweat of his brow, Good 1. He
spends some of that money feeding the poor and clothing those in need, Good 2.

Compare, dear reader: here he spends part of his money, whereas under the second law
he spends all or most of it. Observe the consequences of the two laws and judge yourself
before judging others. What destination could we expect for this believing person other
than the Gardens of Eden, Good 37?

The Almighty says in His clear Book, swearing by time in Surat al-'Asr:

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.

"By time, the human being is surely in loss, except those who believe, do righteous
deeds, counsel one another to truth and counsel one another to patience."

God, the Most High, the Great, has spoken the truth.

God, exalted is He, swears by time and instructs His noble Messenger, blessings be upon
him, to tell all people that the human being is inevitably a loser if he follows one of the
first three laws. The exception is those who believe and do righteous deeds by following
the fourth law, the law of Islamic religious teaching. They guide one another and counsel
one another to do good and to be patient through life's hardships, the greatest and most
severe of which is poverty.
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Here we return once more to the underlying cause of these divisions and branches:
authority, as we said earlier. But is authority itself the cause? Certainly not. As already
explained, it is a tangible thing that cannot act independently without the direction of its
holder.

Who holds authority? The answer is the ruler. Here the ruler is not only a head of state,
for we have already explained that the person may be a school or hospital director, a
judge in a court, an employer and so on.

In my own view, the basis of every sin and harm that afflicts society is the misuse of
authority by its holder, the ruler. If the honourable people responsible for choosing or
appointing the ruler had undertaken certain measures, what happened would not have
happened, and we would have lived in goodness and security under the fourth law.

For a ruler of a state, for example, these measures include:

First: choose the ruler from righteous families within society, people whose religion and
morals are known to us.

Second: the ruler should have reason, insight, faith and a gentle heart towards the
people, rather than treating them harshly.

Third: prepare this ruler religiously, socially, politically, militarily and historically at the
same time, so that he understands all aspects of life and is fit to lead.

Fourth: he should not be preoccupied with his enemies' opinions, but devote his attention
to his people, the inhabitants of the country he governs.

Fifth: if we succeed in all the preceding measures, success will continue. Applying these
conditions to the ruler will produce a complete government without deficiencies in its
institutions. Why? Because the ruler only attracts and brings close those who resemble
him.

Sixth: finally, though not last, the ruler must know that he will not remain in this place.
He must therefore plant the foundational seed, a good seed, for building society, so that
it grows into trees unshaken by winds whose fruit can be enjoyed: a generation sincere in
carrying out its work in full accordance with Islamic law.

As the poet says:

What a fine delight you would be, if you could remain;
yet there is no permanence for the human being.
Nothing about you gives us cause for doubt;

God knows, except that you must pass away.
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Here we observe that, in my own view, the foundation of everything is the ruler. If he is
just and fair, he produces a fair generation and a good people and becomes a cause of
this, although the greatest and first credit and cause belong to the Causer of causes,
exalted is He. If the ruler is resentful and unjust in judgement, the result will be a still
more resentful people who do not truly know fairness. The ruler will then be the cause of
corruption.

Thus, as a conclusion of the researcher's enquiry, when the moon's light shines, the truth
becomes clear: the ruler is a basic cause of society's success or failure. The ruler is the
cause.

Let the universe know, if it does not already know, that a ruler becomes a ruler only by
God's will and is removed from rule only by His will, exalted is His power. The evidence is
within reach of us Iragis. Who removed Iraq's greatest tyrant and its lesser Yazid,
Saddam, destroyer of truth and builder of falsehood, other than God Almighty? It was not
America, as some suggest, forgetting God's power over us and over the greatest
domination in the world.

A day will come, God willing, when America, its domination, its helpers and all who
served its interests while forgetting their people [the original contains an incomplete
word here] will be removed by the will of the Most High, the All-Powerful. The cause
might be no more than a fly born in Iraq that stood before the mouth of an American
cannon. There is no condition that a human being must be the one to expel an occupier
or destroy a tyrant. Nothing killed Nimrod but a fly, and nothing destroyed the document
of Mecca but a small creature, the termite. The thrones of oppressors were demolished
by the smallest of God's creatures.

God's help is sought; He is the purpose behind this endeavour, and to Him is the return.

Your brother,
Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini.
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