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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

A Martyr’s Message (A True Account)

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini

Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 11 September 2009

These texts were originally written and published in Arabic. Each Arabic text is followed by an English
translation prepared for this 2026 edition. Original wording and references have been retained, with
paragraph layout arranged for reading and forum interface material removed. This is an archival
edition, not a scholarly verification of the references quoted. Publication dates are those displayed by
the forums; separate composition dates have not been established.

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
O God, bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and hasten the deliverance of
the Imam of our time.

Subject: A Martyr's Message (A True Account)

| sat exhausted by the bitterness and pain my country had endured. But someone might
ask: who are you, and which country are you speaking about?

My answer is Iraq, a wounded country that has shed so much blood and is still bleeding.
No created being knows when that bleeding will end, but the Creator knows, exalted is
His power.

Let me return to where | began. One day in my life, | witnessed one of the greatest
tragedies to strike my country and its beloved capital, Baghdad. It was in al-Shu'la, where
| was working with one of the medical teams, the rescuers on duty that day.

I met a young man whose intelligence astonished me and whose perceptiveness
impressed me. Blood ran from his forehead, while tears flowed beneath eyelids closed
with dust, until blood and tears met on his cheeks.

This is what happened. We looked at each other, and after only a few seconds he spoke
his first words: "What is your name?"

"Hussam," | replied.

He smiled. "Hussam?"

"Yes. What is funny about that?"

"It means a sword?"

"Yes."

He then said: "We carry the same name and the same idea."

"How is that?" | asked.

"I struggle for you and for innocent people, and you struggle to save me and to save
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innocent people. My name is also Hussam, and it also means a sword. | have fought the
swords of misguidance and the army of occupation, but | am going to die."

"We will all die," | told him.

He said: "You and | are in the same position: you struggle just as | struggle."

"How is that?" | asked. "l have acted and performed my duty, and that duty has ended,
whereas yours has begun now, as | see you struggling to save me. But know that | am
leaving without return. Do not waste your time with me, because time is precious. Go to
someone with fewer wounds than mine and greater pain. As for me, matters have gone
beyond their limit."

Then | saw two shining eyes shedding tears, and a mouth uttering its last words: Hussam
speaking to Hussam.

He told me: "When a woman enters the hospital screaming, striking her cheeks and with
dust on her forehead, know that she is my mother. Give her a few words from me. My
dear mother, turn to God in prayer, praise Him and thank Him for this precious blessing,
the blessing of martyrdom. Proclaim His praise instead of screaming, and scatter flowers
instead of wearing black and scattering ashes. Know, Mother, that | am wounded,
moments before martyrdom, because | am defending someone wounded: beloved Iraq.
No sooner does one wound heal than other wounds take its place."

(And | say to you, light of my eyes: how will | recognise your mother when | see dozens,
indeed hundreds, of mothers striking their cheeks at the same time? Please forgive me if
| do not fulfil my promise.)

He said: "Hussam, my mother, the martyr's mother, is a mother to all of you, young
people of tomorrow. Be her sons. When she loses her only son, | hope she will gain all of
you as sons after me."

Only moments passed before | saw tears flow as the young man's pure soul departed.
With a fleeting glance, a hidden tear and the inward thoughts of those of us rescuing that
day's wounded, | awoke from this trance. It was the young man Hussam Abd, whose lost
blood held a world's worth of thought and maturity.

How long will this destruction continue? How long will we lose the young people whom
we had hoped would build Iraq? We have sealed a covenant in blood, we who are young
today and will be grey-haired tomorrow, to remain faithful to this wounded country, just
as Hussam, Ali, Ahmed, Karrar, Mustafa and the other young people of al-Shu'la did when
they were martyred on 27 March 2008 in the al-Rahmaniya and al-Jawadayn tragedy.

To the wounded one we say: Iraq, as long as our bodies remain above the earth, take
until you are satisfied.
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