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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

An Interview with the Young Writer Sayyid
Hussam al-Husseini

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini

Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 17 July 2009

These texts were originally written and published in Arabic. Each Arabic text is followed by an English
translation prepared for this 2026 edition. Original wording and references have been retained, with
paragraph layout arranged for reading and forum interface material removed. This is an archival
edition, not a scholarly verification of the references quoted. Publication dates are those displayed by
the forums; separate composition dates have not been established.

The interviewer’s introduction and questions

Interviewer: Ahmed al-Sajjadi, founder and general administrator of the forums.

At the start of this meeting, | would like to greet our brother, the young writer Sayyid
Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini. | support him in achieving his goal and wish him success in
writing to address our painful social reality.

Mr Hussam, we would like to ask you some questions and hope you will answer them.

1. What is your position on the poor state of society today and the moral crises in our
Islamic societies?

2. How do you see yourself in society, and in which of its groups would you place
yourself?

3. Sayyid Hussam, what is your opinion of the internet, and how do you explain
misconduct in its use?

4. What does the sea mean to you?

5. What does love mean to the writer Hussam al-Husseini, and has he loved anyone?
6. What is your opinion of our modest forum?

In closing our welcome, we offer our sincere thanks to our brother Sayyid Hussam al-
Husseini and wish him success in his life.

Hussam’s responses

Respondent: Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini.
Reply posted on 18 July 2009 at 9:19 pm; edited on 19 July 2009 at 11:31 pm, according
to the forum's displayed record.
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In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Blessings and peace be
upon the master of the messengers, the Messenger of the Lord of the worlds, the truthful
and trustworthy Abu al-Qasim Muhammad; upon the truthful members of his pure
household, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn; and upon the nine infallible ones among
Husayn's descendants, for as long as existence, night and day endure, until the
appearance of the promised truth, may his deliverance be hastened, and until the
promised true day. To proceed:

Brother Emperor of the Forum, supervisors, members, guests and visitors: peace be upon
you, the Creator's mercy and the blessings of the Most Compassionate.

Before anything else, | would like to repeat and recall: in the name of God, the One, the
All-Subduing, in the name of the Creator of night and day, in the name of God, the Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful. | thank and praise Him for every precious blessing,
including this gracious invitation. | also offer my thanks and gratitude to all brothers and
sisters in our forum and yours, Empire of Kings, for these warm feelings and this
generous welcome.

You have asked good questions, and we shall return your kindness with answers that,
God willing, will please and benefit you. | shall answer with complete frankness,
transparency and seriousness, hoping that my words offer something useful to others.
May | succeed in providing satisfying answers that gain God's pleasure, and then yours,
and reach both the purpose of truth and the purpose of your questions.

After placing our trust in God:
Response to the first question

My position on the poor social conditions today is that of the foremost opponent of those
who cause them, calling for their elimination, indeed for their uprooting. As a writer, even
at the beginning of my path, | cannot allow myself to support them. Nor can | remain
neutral, for that too is impossible. | therefore have no position available to me except
opposition, and the foremost opposition, so that we may fulfil our commitment to
defending the right course for society in its current painful condition.

That is one side. As for moral crises in Islamic societies, they are not and will not be
inherently rooted crises. Rather, they are born of the violence imposed on Arab and
Islamic society through unjust wars and occupation. In my own opinion, these matters are
the primary and principal cause of the spread of social corruption and moral deviation
that produce moral crises in our Islamic societies.

| therefore call upon myself and all our believing, religious young people to direct the
energies God has granted them towards repairing this situation, whether their instrument
is writing articles, composing poetry or something else.

Response to the second question
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In truth, I am not someone who can see a place for himself in society unless God, His
Messenger and his pure household permit me to be a servant of Muhammad and his
family, and a servant of their followers, loved ones and supporters.

Nor can | place myself within a particular social group. But | ask God, the One, the All-
Subduing, by the right of Muhammad and his family, blessings and peace be upon them,
to place me among those who defend and uphold their usurped right, and to make me a
small and humble servant before making me a supporter and helper of the Imam of my
time and theirs, the Master of the Command, may God hasten his noble deliverance.

Response to the third question

The internet is a precious blessing God has bestowed on His righteous servants, and a
deadly enchantment through which He has tested His unrighteous servants. If someone
truly recognises what is right, the internet becomes a companion, a friend, a path away
from Satan's whisperings and a broad road to knowledge and learning. If someone does
not recognise the evil of falsehood, the internet becomes a rebellious devil leading that
person towards the abyss and downfall.

The internet is directed by its user's fingertips. Wherever those fingers press, the world
and its companion, the internet, take the person along one of the available paths. One
press leads to the way of the Most Compassionate and paths of guidance; another to
Satan's way and paths of temptation. Govern your fingertips and choose the first and
safer path. The reward will be to follow the way of truth and find safety.

As for my interpretation of misconduct on the internet, as | said earlier, the person goes
astray after yielding to internal pressures stronger than their own resolve, whether
pressures arising from occupation or from wars. Added to these are the absence of a true
adviser and a firm administrator in this field. The absence of religious oversight from a
young age also encourages young people to develop ways of misconduct as their abilities
grow and they advance in age.

Response to the fourth question
For me the sea has three meanings, which | shall list in order of importance.

First: the sea is the abundant, inexhaustible knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt, blessings and
peace be upon them. What a human being possesses of knowledge is only a drop in that
sea.

Second: the sea is life, teeming with every kind of God's creatures. Its pearls and coral,
its greatest beings in standing and worth, are human beings.
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Third: the sea is being lost in a world of forgetfulness when companions, friends and
those close to us are absent. But with companions, friends and brothers like you, the
people of this forum, the sea means nothing to me beyond the first and second meanings
| have already described.

Response to the fifth question

For al-Husseini, love is the gateway to life with both doors open. Love is not a passing
relationship that some may forget, nor an Eastern or Western novel whose heroes marry
at the end, as some suggest. It is an outpouring of feeling: real, sincere feeling towards
another person, according to the nature and degree of the relationship between the lover
and the beloved.

Among forms of love is love for the Prophet's family, peace be upon them; among forms
of passionate love is the love of the prophet Yusuf, may God be pleased with him. There
are also love and passion arising from the instinct God has given human beings. Love has
paths and meanings. If it is founded on appearances, it falls from the eye of the beholder.
If founded on interests, it collapses and leaves its proper course.

Love must therefore expect no return and be incapable of fading. Nothing should
separate the lover and the beloved except departure from this world, with the exception
of love for one's Lord, His Messenger, his household and the truth they brought. | ask
God, by the right of Muhammad and his family, to gather us and those we love beneath
the shade of the throne of Muhammad and his family, blessings and peace be upon them.

As to the other part of the question: yes, Hussam al-Husseini has loved many, and his
heart remains open to loving others.

He has loved his Lord, first because He is his Lord, and because He granted him life with
its many great blessings, including the blessing of writing and guiding the pen.

He has loved twelve luminous stars and a moon shining brightly upon them: the
Messenger sent to God's servants, of whom Hussam is one, and the Imams of guidance
sent by God to these servants, guiding them to truth and righteousness through their
merit and standing with the Lord of the mighty throne.

He has loved his parents, who watched over him and raised him to love Muhammad and
his family, blessings and peace be upon them, and guided him towards the true path
drawn by that pure household.

He has loved his brothers and sisters, who shared ease and hardship with him and
committed themselves to one path, serving the Ahl al-Bayt, blessings and peace be upon
them.

He has loved the woman who has been and will be his support and the mother of his
children.
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He has loved friends whom God gave him as a blessing and a great favour.
Response to the sixth and final question

Calling your forum modest is your opinion alone. | see great hope in it and a bright future,
God willing. Empire of Kings is led towards the summit by an empire of love for Husayn,
peace be upon him, and the way of the Ahl al-Bayt. Its visitors and kings are kings of
good character within that great empire.

We ask God, the One, the All-Subduing, to grant the young people of this forum health
and wellbeing so they may offer more and better service to Muhammad and his family,
blessings and peace be upon them. | also ask God to grant them success in their
endeavours, illuminate their path and guide us and them to the straight way.

In closing, | once again offer my sincere thanks to the Emperor of the Forum and all its
supervisors and members for this gracious invitation.

Peace be upon you, and God's mercy and blessings.
Your brother.

The interviewer’s closing response

Closing response from Ahmed al-Sajjadi
18 July 2009, 9:57 pm, as displayed by the forum.

Thank you, my dear brother, for this full and satisfying reply. | ask God Almighty to grant
you success, mercy and victory in your practical life, and to admit you to the gardens of
eternity in the Hereafter. We hope you will post your articles in our forum so that all parts
of society may benefit. Through our forum, we share the virtues of the Prophet's
household and those who hold the truth, peace be upon them.

At the end of my remarks, | ask God to grant success to us and to you, God willing, and to
make us servants of the noble school of faith. Thank you for your patience in answering
our questions. My greetings to you, from your brother, the Emperor of the Forum.

Original publication links and dates

Empire of Kings Forums » - 17 July 2009
https://al7awa.mam9.com/t105

Topic opened: 17 July 2009. Answers: 18 July 2009, 9:19 pm. Edit displayed on the answers: 19 July 2009,
11:31 pm. Interviewer’s closing reply: 18 July 2009, 9:57 pm. Times are as displayed by the forum.
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