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About this edition

These texts were originally written and published in Arabic. Each Arabic text is followed
by an English translation prepared for this 2026 edition. Original wording and references
have been retained, with paragraph layout arranged for reading and forum interface
material removed. This is an archival edition, not a scholarly verification of the references
quoted. Publication dates are those displayed by the forums; separate composition dates
have not been established.
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The collection contains eight articles, including both parts of The Ruler Is the Cause,
followed by the interview conducted by Ahmed al-Sajjadi in the Empire of Kings Forums.
Source links appear beneath each text; click a forum name to open its original
publication page. An incomplete phrase near the end of Part Two of The Ruler Is the
Cause has been retained as it appears in the original and identified in the translation
without guessing the missing text.
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

Together Towards Renewal

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini
Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 23 March 2009

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
Blessings and peace be upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad. Hasten the
deliverance of Muhammad and the family of Muhammad.

Together Towards Renewal

It is painful to see the countries of the world taking one step after another towards their
renewal, advancing day by day and seeking a distinguished place and a high standing
among developed nations, while we struggle through the mire of backwardness and the
depths of darkness.

It is painful to see other nations setting aside the sources of their disagreements and
making the mosaic of their communities a source of complementarity and diversity for
building, while diversity has divided us, distracted us from building, and become a cause
of destruction and delay.

It is painful to change television channels and see construction here, skyscrapers there, a
religious project in one place, Islamic and cultural festivals in another, and industry,
agriculture and information technology everywhere, while our channels show killing and
bloodshed. All are true Iraqis, but Satan has sown discord among them. An old saying
tells us that the courageous person draws energy from the pain and wounds of the past
and uses it to build the present and the future.

It is painful to witness the madness in which we live. The turning wheel of death takes
lives day and night, making no distinction between schools of thought, sects, ethnicities
or religions. A mad war grinds everyone beneath it, so that everyone loses, for nothing.

Everyone knows that creativity, planning for renewal and working towards it require a
stable state of mind and an atmosphere of clarity, security and stability. These cannot
exist when gunfire grows louder and weapons rattle. This madness therefore perpetuates
backwardness, civilisational delay and loss, keeping us at the very end of the advancing
world's procession.

Words of truth call upon believers throughout the world, not only in good Iraqg, to join
them. Let them draw from the pain, wounds and energy of reality to build an aware
global society, each person from their own place of work. Let us make our religious and
moral mosaic a source of complementarity in building.
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Words of truth call upon everyone to build an advanced society, led by religious and
moral awareness, with its devoted intellectuals providing the ink of its renewal. Let us
join hands and move towards renewal for one advanced society.

Peace be upon you, and God's mercy and blessings.
Your brother.

Original publication links and dates
Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums ~ - 29 July 2009
https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t39

Empire of Kings Forums ~ - 29 July 2009
https://al7awa.mam9.com/t260

Radi al-Husayn Forums ~ - 23 March 2009
https://rhossin.ahlamountada.com/t49
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

My Name, and Proud of It

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini
Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 9 July 2009

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
Blessings and peace be upon the best of all God's creation, Muhammad, and his blessed
household, the proofs of God. To proceed:

Names such as Lafta, Jabr, Khalaf and Mukhlif were once common in our society among
children whose mothers had previously lost children.

Some people blamed those who bore these names, or those who named them, because
they did not understand their meanings. Some assumed the names were bad, whereas
certain names in fact carry noble meanings.

Among the explanations of these names are a gracious gesture from God, consolation for
a mother's broken heart, and a successor to the child lost in an earlier pregnancy. As for
names given to girls, including Bashiya, Bas'ad, Kafi, Nihaya and Khitam, one
interpretation of their meanings is that they indicate a family with several daughters
whose members ask God Almighty, by His permission, for their next child to be a boy.

Under the former regime, the rule of Iraq's tyrant, names such as Sabirin, Ma'asi, Dumu'
and Ashjan became more frequent. They suggest patience, tragedies, tears and sorrows,
and indicate a family undergoing hardship: perhaps the head of the household was a
soldier, served in the Popular Army, was a prisoner, was missing or had died.

One day a girl of fifteen visited the clinic. Her name was Bint al-Huda. At one time she
had been forced to leave school after coming under severe pressure either to change her
name or to stop attending. She was happy that she had kept her name.

All of that belonged to the past.

Now, someone hoping for a son prays to God, appeals to Him and makes a vow as an act
of devotion: if blessed with a boy, they will give him one of the names of the Prophet's
household, blessings and peace be upon them.

Likewise, someone hoping that the next child will be a girl, by God's permission, makes a
vow as an act of devotion: if blessed with a girl, they will name her after one of the
daughters or wives of the Prophet's household, blessings and peace be upon them.

God, exalted is His power, grants provision without limit to whomever He wills.

10
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Fatima, Zaynab, Bint al-Huda, Ali and Dhu al-Figar will no longer have to leave school
because of their names, for rule now belongs to those with pure, devoted and untainted
minds.

Your brother.

Original publication links and dates

Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums ~ - 9 July 2009
https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t11l

Empire of Kings Forums ~» - 28 July 2009
https://al7awa.mam9.com/t257
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An Age of Forgetfulness

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini
Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 26 July 2009

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
Blessings and peace be upon Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and hasten the
deliverance of Muhammad and the family of Muhammad.

The youth of this age are described as educated, aware and religious: young people of
Islamic freedom, drawn from the Book and the prophetic tradition transmitted by the
pure Imams, blessings and peace be upon them. Scholars have studied it within books
and their reflections. Only the final link remains: for young people to read it, learn its
ethics, understand its content and apply it in real life. At this point in our understanding,
we have a clear idea that such young people, the youth of this age and of the present,
must surely be educated, aware and religious, because those who read the depths and
reflections of books know their vocabulary and meanings better than others.

Yet we ask these educated young people whether they follow the teachings of their
religion. We see many young people who are called aware and religious, devoted to
Muhammad and his family, blessings be upon him and his blessed household, and
followers of the Commander of the Faithful, blessings and peace be upon him, infatuated
with singing. They listen to it, perform it and imitate its performers. Yet the master of
eloquence, peace be upon him, said: "Singing, singing: beware of singing, for singing
brings poverty, kills the heart and takes away a person's dignity. If the believer's dignity
is lost, his abode is Saqar." The text explains Sagar as the bottom of Hell, the lowest
depth of the Fire. He also said: "There is no house containing singing without an
adulteress in it." Truthful is the master of eloquence, blessings and peace be upon him.

God has promised those who listen to gatherings of diversion, meaning singing, the fire
of Hell, an evil destination, and exclusion from His mercy. We therefore wish to explain
that the term singing and its ruling appear in the noble Book and in recognised texts of
the prophetic tradition, as we have mentioned. Terms adopted in recognised texts as
subjects of rulings are generally understood according to their meaning in the context of
the text. Scholars have therefore examined the customary meaning of singing and
derived its rulings from it.

We shall begin by reviewing the noble verses, recognised texts of the prophetic tradition
and a little jurisprudence.

First: the noble verses
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A. The Almighty's words: "Avoid false speech," Surat al-Hajj (30).

Numerous narrations with sound chains of transmission interpret false speech as singing,
or include singing within it. One is related by al-Saduq in Ma'ani al-Akhbar, with a
complete chain from Hammad ibn Uthman, from Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon him: "I
asked him about false speech, and he said: 'lt includes a man's saying to someone who
sings, Well done.""

See Wasa'il al-Shi'a, volume 17, pp. 9-3, Al al-Bayt Foundation.

The Almighty also mentions false speech in another surah: "Avoid the impurity of idols
and avoid false speech." Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon him, explained the impurity of
idols as chess, and false speech as singing.

B. The Almighty's words: "Those who do not witness falsehood," al-Furgan (71).

In the narrations, falsehood is interpreted as singing, or singing is included within it.
Among these is a narration recorded by al-Kulayni in al-Kafi, with a complete chain from
Abu al-Sabah al-Kinani, from Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon him, concerning the
Almighty's words, "They do not witness falsehood." He said: "Singing."

C. His words: "When they pass by idle talk, they pass with dignity," al-Furgan (72).

D. His words: "Among people is one who buys idle discourse to lead others astray from
God's path; for them there is a humiliating punishment," Lugman (5).

Second: the noble hadiths

A. The Messenger of God, blessings and peace be upon him and his family, said: "The
practitioner of singing will be raised from his grave blind, mute and speechless; the
adulterer will be raised likewise, the player of the wind instrument likewise, and the
player of the frame drum likewise."

B. The Messenger of God, blessings be upon him, said: "For whoever listens to diversion,
molten lead will be poured into his ears." The text explains diversion as singing and
music, and anak as lead melted on the Day of Resurrection. He also said: "The two,
singing and music, are the incantation of adultery," meaning a means and a path leading
to adultery.

See Sirat al-Najat, volume 2, pp. 292-293.

C. Imam al-Sadiq, peace be upon him, said: "Singing brings hypocrisy and poverty." He
also said: "A house of singing is not safe from calamity; prayer is not answered in it, and
angels do not enter it."

Third: what jurists have said about singing
The ruling on singing according to a jurist
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His Eminence Sayyid al-Sistani, may his protective presence endure, stated that
performing singing, listening to it, earning through it and taking payment for it are
forbidden. Such money is not rightfully owned, and learning and teaching it are also not
permitted. By singing, the Sayyid means frivolous speech performed in melodies
customary among people of diversion and play, the people of wrongdoing.

In other words, its manner is one commonly used in gatherings of diversion and
wrongdoing, as stated in a specific legal enquiry. It is described as suitable for such
gatherings. The expression does not mean merely that singing, music or a melody
refreshes the soul or changes one's psychological atmosphere, for that can be good.
Rather, the intended meaning concerns the listener to music or, particularly, to a sung
melody, especially someone experienced in these matters: that the melody is used in
gatherings of diversion and play, or resembles melodies used there.

Singing is therefore not determined by content, which has its own ruling according to
whether it contains the language of wrongdoing and immorality. It is determined by the
manner and method of singing, when used in gatherings of diversion and wrongdoing.
Even the noble Qur'an, sacred supplications and remembrances may not be recited in
melodies customary among people of play. As an obligatory precaution, other non-
frivolous speech, whether poetry or prose, should also not be recited in that melody.

See al-Fatawa al-Muyassara by His Eminence the Sayyid, Worship and Transactions, pp.
296-298; and Figh al-Mughtaribin, chapter ten, rulings on music, singing and dancing.

Here | return to my earlier point. Today we see people described as believing youth
replacing remembrance of the titles of the household of the Message, al-Mustafa, al-
Murtada, al-Mujtaba, al-Shahid, al-Sajjad, al-Bagir, al-Sadiq, al-Kadhim, al-Rida, al-Jawad,
al-Hadi, al-Askari and al-Mahdi, blessings and peace be upon them and may God hasten
their noble deliverance, and seeking their intercession with God, with new names and
titles: al-Rassam, al-Sahir, al-Nasiri, al-Khalidi, al-A'ma, al-Basri and other names and
titles of misguidance and wrongdoing. We ask God to guide us and them to the straight
path.

Finally, though this is not the last word, let us consider the word itself, which forms the
root of misguidance and wrongdoing: ghina’, singing.

1. Ghayn: washing the minds, filling them with illusion and distancing them from
remembrance of God.

2. Nun: a fire in the fields, the fields of mercy. Bad deeds consume good deeds as fire
consumes wood.

3. Alif: sins and lethargy. Lethargy is a foundation for committing sins. Here it means total
rather than partial lethargy, of the body, the self and the spirit.

4. Hamza: "Saqar is your abode." The original presents this as a verse of divine
remembrance, explaining it to mean that Hell is your dwelling, an evil destination.
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Woe to us if we do not find guidance, on the day when neither wealth nor children will
avail, except for those who come to God with a sound heart.

Praise be to God, Lord of the worlds.
Your brother.

Original publication links and dates

Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums ~ - 29 July 2009
https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t37

Empire of Kings Forums » - 26 July 2009
https://al7awa.mam9.com/t219

Al-Najafi Forums ~ - 28 July 2009
https://najafi.yoo7.com/t1305
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Unveiling the Truth Is a Duty of the Media
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Originally published in Arabic - 2010 | Earliest dated source supplied: 22 November 2010

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Blessings and peace be
upon the best of God's creation, Abu al-Qasim Muhammad, and all the pure members of
his household: Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn, and the nine infallible ones. May these
blessings never cease and have no end, for as long as | remain and night and day
endure. To proceed:

We praise God and thank Him for the blessing He has bestowed on His needy servants.
We are all in need of God, while God is the Self-Sufficient, the Praiseworthy. We must
therefore turn to Him in prayer so that He may help us use this blessing correctly,
honestly and beneficially.

God has bestowed on us, His servants from the first to the last, many great blessings that
we can neither number nor encompass. These blessings have been renewed and
developed according to the needs of each time and place. God, exalted is He, has not
merely granted us these blessings; He has also given us renewed gifts according to the
needs of the age and its people. One is the blessing of the media.

Our present age witnesses the height of development in the media and their methods.
This has coincided with advances in the means and technologies used in their production,
particularly visual media, which have become an arena in which media institutions
compete for first place in people's attention.

Today the media are an extremely important means of conveying and planting ideas and
theories in human minds, consciously or unconsciously. Vulgar media therefore represent
a very dangerous tool for Muslim societies that receive them, because such media are
based on Western cultures far removed from our Islamic teachings and social customs.
Questionable relationships, uncontrolled emotions and immoral situations in series, films,
advertisements and programmes, even children's programmes, are presented daily to
our young people and children through attractive effects and sophisticated design that
draw them in and encourage them to watch to the end.

There is no doubt that institutions offering this kind of media deploy vast resources,
substantial expertise and immense financial support to make these works appear so
polished in production and direction. It is also clear that, in this respect, such media
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remain far ahead of Islamic media in general. Some of our media institutions still follow
the same traditional methods, which have become outdated and appeal only to a limited
audience.

We, and everyone who recognises this painful condition of Islamic media, should
therefore call for an approach with greater appeal and acceptance across society. We
should call for an educational approach rooted in the knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt,
blessings and peace be upon them, that can match Western media in ideas and methods.
It should unveil lost truths and make that unveiling a duty of the media, because media
work is not simply narration and presentation: it is the communication of an idea, and a
useful idea above all.

Television networks, satellite channels, computers and the internet occupy a major place
in people's lives today, especially with their development and the multiplication of the
ways these devices attract people, including worthwhile ones. Many people spend the
entire night, sometimes until dawn, moving from one channel to another or from one
website to another, among sites and channels of entertainment, series and other
material. When they finish, overcome by heavy drowsiness and with eyes strained, ask
them what they have gained from this shifting between sites or channels, and they offer
every kind of justification. Then they go to bed without remembering their Lord, or even
offering a prayer for themselves.

So it goes every day: occupied by work in the daytime, and by idleness and amusement
at night. When will a person awaken from heedlessness and look towards the future and
the Hereafter?

It is related that the Commander of the Faithful, peace be upon him, forbade us to be like
a tethered or freely roaming beast, concerned only with its fodder and occupied with
gathering it. He said, peace be upon him: "I was not created to be occupied with eating
delicacies, like the tethered beast whose concern is its fodder, or the roaming beast
occupied with picking up food, filling its belly from its grazing and heedless of what is
intended for it."

Why should a person accept being reduced to this condition, concerned only with
appetite, play and diversion?

Accounts relate that children said to God's prophet Yahya, peace be upon him: "Come
and play with us." He answered: "We were not created for play." God, exalted is He, then
revealed concerning him: "We gave him judgement while still a child."

Let your motto, my believing brother, come from the depths of your heart and echo the
words of the prophet Yahya, peace be upon him: "We were not created for play." God
surely created us for a higher and nobler purpose.
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We therefore need to launch our message. In this age, our message is a call to establish
a particular mission for Islamic media: a mission so developed, skilful and engaging that
it draws the attention of young people and children and turns them away from other
media messages and means.

Consider what happened in Iragi society when some satellite channels broadcast the
Islamic religious series Yusuf al-Siddiqg. In my own view, this series and others like it, if
such examples were repeated, would become a source of pride for Islamic media. People
welcomed the presence of an Islamic character even when discussing the story's
approach or the actors playing its roles. Those actors were portraying figures who shaped
history from a particular perspective and during a particular period.

In a single viewing, the audience thus gained several things: suspense, a lesson,
intellectual benefit, historical information and an explanation of a verse of divine
remembrance. Ultimately, it was the story of one of God's greatest prophets, peace be
upon him. This is what we gained from one contribution in the early stages of Islamic
media. What, then, might we gain if our media were entirely Islamic?

That is one side. On the other, what have we gained from young people's following other
media? Let us compare another single viewing: for example, one episode of a Turkish
series broadcast recently by what | call the channels of dust. What did we gain? Yes, we
gained several things: young people losing their way through addiction to drugs and
hashish by imitating other young people, quite apart from early smoking; the spread of
drinking and intoxication; the evident debasement of girls at a young age; and discussion
of matters that make one's skin crawl, particularly childbearing before marriage and
where that path ends.

Here the question must be asked: is there a difference? The answer is yes, without the
slightest doubt. Without neutrality and without argument, the difference is very clear.
Everyone knows it: Western media themselves, Islamic media, the audiences of both, and
even the ordinary person.

We must therefore strengthen our relationship with Islamic media to obtain a sound and
clear Islamic culture, addressed by the heavenly religions, Islamic laws and rulings, and
the prophetic tradition, which unveiled the truth and imposed the duties mentioned upon
the media. Our society is particularly ready to engage with Islamic media because they
accord with its principles, customs and traditions.

This will only be achieved if the relevant authorities, religious and governmental alike,
give the subject the highest importance, gathering expertise, deploying resources and
developing considered plans capable of accommodating contemporary Muslim
aspirations in this field.

God is the purpose behind this endeavour, and our final prayer is: praise be to God, Lord
of the worlds.
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Original publication links and dates
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

A Journey Without Return

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini
Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 29 July 2009

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
Blessings and peace be upon the master of the messengers, Muhammad, and his blessed
household. To proceed:

A Journey Without Return

Identity card

1. Name: the human being, a child of Adam.
2. Nationality: from the dust.

3. Address: planet Earth.

Journey details

1. Departure station: the life of this world.

2. Arrival station: the grave, then the abode of the Hereafter.

3. Reporting time: "The agony of death has come with the truth; that is what you used to
evade."

4. Departure time: "No soul knows in which land it will die."

Iltems permitted on the journey

1. Two metres of white cloth and some cotton.
2. Deeds already performed, good or bad.
Nothing else may be taken on the journey.

What may reach the traveller after departure

1. Continuing charity: make use of your time here before leaving.

2. The prayer of a righteous child: raise your child well, and the child will pray sincerely
for you.

3. Beneficial knowledge: "And We taught the human being what he did not know."

Please pay attention

The journey is arduous, lonely and frightening unless the following conditions are
observed:

1. Obey the commands and avoid the prohibitions set out in the Book of God Almighty
and by His beloved chosen Prophet Muhammad and his good and pure household,
blessings and peace be upon them all.

2. Frequently remember the destroyer of pleasures: death.

3. Honour your parents and maintain family ties.
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4. Make use of opportunities for goodness, including voluntary acts of worship:
remembering God, His chosen Prophet Muhammad and his pure household, blessings and
peace be upon them all; prayer; zakat; and other good deeds.

5. Shorten your strides across the fields of long worldly hopes.

6. Ensure that everything you use is lawful, including food, drink, clothing and other
things.

Those who are willing, and those who are unwilling, must prepare for departure before
the journey takes them by surprise while they still hope for a long stay.

For further information

Please consult the Book of God Almighty, His noble Messenger Muhammad and his pure
household, blessings and peace be upon them all. The connection is direct and free,
wherever you are, and there is no need to confirm your reservation.

Your brother.

Original publication links and dates

Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums ~ - 29 July 2009
https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t38

Empire of Kings Forums ~» - 29 July 2009
https://al7awa.mam9.com/t259
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The Ruler Is the Cause

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini

Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 23 March 2009

Part One

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
Al-Husseini Articles: The Ruler Is the Cause

In the name of the Lord of might and majesty, in the name of the Creator of everything in
existence, in the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Blessings and
peace be upon the best of creation, the victorious and supported Abu al-Qasim
Muhammad; upon his successor, his brother and cousin, the Commander of the Faithful
Abu al-Hasan Ali; upon the truthful, pure part of him, Fatima al-Zahra, mistress of the
women of the worlds; upon Hasan al-Askari, the pure; upon the martyr of estrangement,
anguish and affliction, Abu Abd Allah al-Husayn; and upon the nine infallible, blessed
proofs of God, from this day and hour until the appearance of their final one, who
completes their message, the Imam of the God-fearing, the awaited Hujja, and beyond
that until the Day of Judgement. May God's blessings and peace be upon them all.

To proceed: my companions, my brothers in faith and I live in a time of multiplying
tyrants and expanding supreme domination: authority.

Authority, authority, authority. It is a word we have long heard on the lips of family,
relatives and friends. Many thought it had only one meaning: supreme government of the
state, such as presidents and prime ministers, and no one else. This is not entirely
correct, because the final restriction in their explanation must be removed. In my own
view, authority is the tangible power used by someone of greater influence over those of
lesser influence, or over employees and workers under that person's control, as with
heads of departments and employers.

The person with influence becomes the legislator of the rules within their reach, the rules
of their work, and also their enforcer, commanding and prohibiting at the same time.

They impose punishments for mistakes while forgetting rewards for good work. Thus they
become a terrible and powerful tyrant, holding the domination of influence and authority.

They do not even consider that the Lord of might and majesty, God, the Creator of
everything in existence, established the law of the universe as a law of punishment and
reward. Through that law, matters are balanced and the scales remain level without
either pan being disturbed. Glory be to God.
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Here we must wonder. Glory be to God: how extraordinary! The Lord of the heavens and
earth governs the universe by a just law. Then a servant of God, weak and insignificant,
worth less in power than an ant walking on the earth when compared with the Creator's
might, makes a law of his own and contradicts the supreme law of the universe, the
divine law.

This servant's law punishes anyone among the governed who errs, but imposes no
punishment for the ugly mistakes of the person who holds authority and influence.
Someone among the governed who performs their work and duty perfectly does not
receive even passing thanks. Yet if we, the subordinates, see something from this person
that we suppose to be good, we must excel in every art of thanks and praise, without
prior knowledge of the truth or credibility of that act, which is most often false.

Time passes, and the subordinates find themselves pleading, not for a pardon or to prove
their innocence, but for a reduced sentence for a fault or sin they never actually
committed. Once punished, a subordinate may turn into a new tyrant, greater and wider
in tyranny. The inward thinking of the weak-willed is: it is better to become a tyrant and
do what a tyrant does than to be oppressed and punished for everything without reason
or fault.

They forget that their exemplar, peace be upon him, was killed unjustly because he
would not abandon what he was born to do: establish truth within his grandfather's
community. Nor have they paid attention to the outside world, including the Western
world, which has begun to apply teachings of our religion without professing it.

Even the Indian elder Gandhi, who lived in a country of many religions and schools of
thought, including religions which, in the article's words, had lost the path by not
acknowledging the lordship of the One, the All-Subduing, said: "l learned from Husayn to
be oppressed and thus be victorious." He was never a Shi'a, nor even a Muslim, yet he
read the life of Imam Husayn, blessings and peace be upon him, marvelled at what he
read, and began to apply some of it, if not all of it, fully. Why not? He saw truth, was
guided by it and followed those who bore it. What might happen if we too applied the
example of our Imam Husayn, peace be upon him?

Returning to our first topic, authority, we see its holder laying down laws, enacting them
and taking the throne of command. We subordinates are then expected to apply those
laws without regard for whether they are correct or whether they agree with Islamic law.

For example: you, the ruler, deprive me of a livelihood and leave me, my family and my
children hungry, unable to meet daily needs or the costs of illness. Then you entrust me
with a fantastic sum of money and assign me tasks requiring it to be spent within a
month, for example. Meanwhile, | see you squandering money without the slightest
reason.
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Do you know, dear reader, what will happen? Satanic thinking will begin within this poor
servant, who was once upright: why am | poor and the ruler rich? What did he do to
become wealthy?

Those educated in religion, for education has many forms, understand an idea when they
hear it: this is right and that is wrong. Yet education in its various forms is often absent
among the majority of the poor. To refine and shape a person, education requires
resources, money and funds, and this servant's children have a more immediate claim on
those resources. His children are slowly dying of hunger.

Without a guide or rescuer, you will witness the birth of a new tyrant, greater and more
powerful in domination than the first. Why? Because he experienced deprivation in its
fullest form and found no rescuer or helper. You will then see him misuse the money
entrusted to him.

Once he reaches the stage of accumulating money and what money brings, palaces and
property of every kind, which we know were acquired through wrongdoing rather than
right, we will witness a fundamental change. This time the change is not in the new
tyrant, formerly the poor servant, but in the first ruler: fear that power may change
hands when the strong remove someone who has become their equal in strength.

The ruler fears for his position and authority. Whom does he fear? The simple, poor
employee, the new tyrant, who has gained influence and power through unlawful money.

Your brother,
Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini.

Part Two

Here someone may ask how the poor servant became a tyrant, beyond what has already
been explained. The answer is that he used one of the laws that fall outside the principles
and order of religious law:

Wrong 1 x Wrong 2 = Wrong 3
Good 1 x Wrong 2 = Wrong 3
Wrong 1 x Good 2 = Wrong 3

This is the true law of life according to Islamic law: anything into which wrongdoing
enters, whether a little or a great deal, is wrong. Only the basic law of successful life,
Islamic life, remains:

Good 1 x Good 2 = Good 3

We therefore understand that, broadly speaking, human life has four laws. Three have no
connection with the true Islamic approach, and Islam rejects them. One alone is born of
Islam: the Islamic law.
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The poor employee did not forget that he had once been poor, so he remembered the
poor by giving them some of the money he acquired. This explains the path of the new
ruler, the former poor servant. The problem is that he did not use the single Islamic law,
but the other three. In doing so, he created a generation of tyrants and people who
commit prohibited acts.

A poor person rarely asks where the money came from, because he needs to send a sick
relative to hospital, feed his children or clothe them like other children. Someone
experiencing deprivation may keep looking at a person he considers better off, without
knowing that this person is far worse, for everything in his belly is unlawful, and unlawful
alone.

Someone may ask what these four laws mean. | shall explain them.
The first law: Wrong 1 X Wrong 2 = Wrong 3

For example, someone obtains money through theft, Wrong 1, and spends it on gambling,
Wrong 2. Whether he wins or loses, the game is forbidden: maysir, as mentioned in the
noble Qur'an, "Wine and gambling have been forbidden to you." He is therefore involved
in wrongdoing, Wrong 3, and, without the slightest doubt, his destination is Hell, an evil
end.

The second law: Good 1 x Wrong 2 = Wrong 3

Someone works diligently, perhaps as a doctor, to give just one example, and earns a
living by honest toil and the sweat of his brow, Good 1. He spends the money he has
earned on drinking alcohol and gambling, whether all of it or some of it, Wrong 2. How
does he differ from the first person who committed wrongdoing? His fate will be theirs,
and his dwelling and resting place will also be Hell, Wrong 3. Both the Fire and Paradise
have degrees.

The third law: Wrong 1 x Good 2 = Wrong 3

Someone works as an employee in the Ministry of Finance or one of its departments, for
example. The state entrusts him with people's money, and he steals it or increases it
unlawfully, through gambling for instance, Wrong 1. He spends that money helping the
poor and needy, Good 2. His final destination is nevertheless the blazing Hell, Wrong 3.

Someone may ask: if the employee uses money acquired unlawfully and spends it on a
good cause, does he have the same fate as the others? Why?

The answer, without doubt or hesitation, is yes, because he has done four things:

1. Stolen.

2. Betrayed a trust.

3. Misused the money, multiplying it through gambling, for example.

4. Put unlawful sustenance into the bellies of needy people without their knowledge.
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A poet addresses such people:

You who enjoy the world and all its adornments,

whose eyes never sleep away from its pleasures,

you have occupied yourself with what you cannot attain.
What will you say to God when you meet Him?

Here we should mention the final law.
The fourth law: Good 1 X Good 2 = Good 3

Someone works as a teacher, for example, fulfils his duty correctly and without
hesitation, and earns his money by honest toil and the sweat of his brow, Good 1. He
spends some of that money feeding the poor and clothing those in need, Good 2.

Compare, dear reader: here he spends part of his money, whereas under the second law
he spends all or most of it. Observe the consequences of the two laws and judge yourself
before judging others. What destination could we expect for this believing person other
than the Gardens of Eden, Good 37

The Almighty says in His clear Book, swearing by time in Surat al-'Asr:

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.

"By time, the human being is surely in loss, except those who believe, do righteous
deeds, counsel one another to truth and counsel one another to patience."

God, the Most High, the Great, has spoken the truth.

God, exalted is He, swears by time and instructs His noble Messenger, blessings be upon
him, to tell all people that the human being is inevitably a loser if he follows one of the
first three laws. The exception is those who believe and do righteous deeds by following
the fourth law, the law of Islamic religious teaching. They guide one another and counsel
one another to do good and to be patient through life's hardships, the greatest and most
severe of which is poverty.

Here we return once more to the underlying cause of these divisions and branches:
authority, as we said earlier. But is authority itself the cause? Certainly not. As already
explained, it is a tangible thing that cannot act independently without the direction of its
holder.

Who holds authority? The answer is the ruler. Here the ruler is not only a head of state,
for we have already explained that the person may be a school or hospital director, a
judge in a court, an employer and so on.

In my own view, the basis of every sin and harm that afflicts society is the misuse of
authority by its holder, the ruler. If the honourable people responsible for choosing or
appointing the ruler had undertaken certain measures, what happened would not have
happened, and we would have lived in goodness and security under the fourth law.
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For a ruler of a state, for example, these measures include:

First: choose the ruler from righteous families within society, people whose religion and
morals are known to us.

Second: the ruler should have reason, insight, faith and a gentle heart towards the
people, rather than treating them harshly.

Third: prepare this ruler religiously, socially, politically, militarily and historically at the
same time, so that he understands all aspects of life and is fit to lead.

Fourth: he should not be preoccupied with his enemies' opinions, but devote his attention
to his people, the inhabitants of the country he governs.

Fifth: if we succeed in all the preceding measures, success will continue. Applying these
conditions to the ruler will produce a complete government without deficiencies in its
institutions. Why? Because the ruler only attracts and brings close those who resemble
him.

Sixth: finally, though not last, the ruler must know that he will not remain in this place.
He must therefore plant the foundational seed, a good seed, for building society, so that
it grows into trees unshaken by winds whose fruit can be enjoyed: a generation sincere in
carrying out its work in full accordance with Islamic law.

As the poet says:

What a fine delight you would be, if you could remain;
yet there is no permanence for the human being.
Nothing about you gives us cause for doubt;

God knows, except that you must pass away.

Here we observe that, in my own view, the foundation of everything is the ruler. If he is
just and fair, he produces a fair generation and a good people and becomes a cause of
this, although the greatest and first credit and cause belong to the Causer of causes,
exalted is He. If the ruler is resentful and unjust in judgement, the result will be a still
more resentful people who do not truly know fairness. The ruler will then be the cause of
corruption.

Thus, as a conclusion of the researcher's enquiry, when the moon's light shines, the truth
becomes clear: the ruler is a basic cause of society's success or failure. The ruler is the
cause.

Let the universe know, if it does not already know, that a ruler becomes a ruler only by
God's will and is removed from rule only by His will, exalted is His power. The evidence is
within reach of us Iragis. Who removed Iraq's greatest tyrant and its lesser Yazid,
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Saddam, destroyer of truth and builder of falsehood, other than God Almighty? It was not
America, as some suggest, forgetting God's power over us and over the greatest
domination in the world.

A day will come, God willing, when America, its domination, its helpers and all who
served its interests while forgetting their people [the original contains an incomplete
word here] will be removed by the will of the Most High, the All-Powerful. The cause
might be no more than a fly born in Iraq that stood before the mouth of an American
cannon. There is no condition that a human being must be the one to expel an occupier
or destroy a tyrant. Nothing killed Nimrod but a fly, and nothing destroyed the document
of Mecca but a small creature, the termite. The thrones of oppressors were demolished
by the smallest of God's creatures.

God's help is sought; He is the purpose behind this endeavour, and to Him is the return.

Your brother,
Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini.

Original publication links and dates
Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums - Part One » - 13 September 2009

https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t358

Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums - Part Two » - 13 September 2009
https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t359

Radi al-Husayn Forums - Both parts » - 23 March 2009
https://rhossin.ahlamountada.com/t51

Al-Najafi Forums - Part Two »~ - 11 August 2009
https://najafi.yoo7.com/t1378
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In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
O God, bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad, and hasten the deliverance of
the Imam of our time.

Subject: A Martyr's Message (A True Account)

| sat exhausted by the bitterness and pain my country had endured. But someone might
ask: who are you, and which country are you speaking about?

My answer is Iraq, a wounded country that has shed so much blood and is still bleeding.
No created being knows when that bleeding will end, but the Creator knows, exalted is
His power.

Let me return to where | began. One day in my life, | withessed one of the greatest
tragedies to strike my country and its beloved capital, Baghdad. It was in al-Shu'la, where
| was working with one of the medical teams, the rescuers on duty that day.

| met a young man whose intelligence astonished me and whose perceptiveness
impressed me. Blood ran from his forehead, while tears flowed beneath eyelids closed
with dust, until blood and tears met on his cheeks.

This is what happened. We looked at each other, and after only a few seconds he spoke
his first words: "What is your name?"

"Hussam," | replied.

He smiled. "Hussam?"

"Yes. What is funny about that?"

"It means a sword?"

"Yes."

He then said: "We carry the same name and the same idea."

"How is that?" | asked.

"I struggle for you and for innocent people, and you struggle to save me and to save
innocent people. My name is also Hussam, and it also means a sword. | have fought the
swords of misguidance and the army of occupation, but | am going to die."

"We will all die," | told him.

He said: "You and | are in the same position: you struggle just as | struggle."
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"How is that?" | asked. "l have acted and performed my duty, and that duty has ended,
whereas yours has begun now, as | see you struggling to save me. But know that | am
leaving without return. Do not waste your time with me, because time is precious. Go to
someone with fewer wounds than mine and greater pain. As for me, matters have gone
beyond their limit."

Then | saw two shining eyes shedding tears, and a mouth uttering its last words: Hussam
speaking to Hussam.

He told me: "When a woman enters the hospital screaming, striking her cheeks and with
dust on her forehead, know that she is my mother. Give her a few words from me. My
dear mother, turn to God in prayer, praise Him and thank Him for this precious blessing,
the blessing of martyrdom. Proclaim His praise instead of screaming, and scatter flowers
instead of wearing black and scattering ashes. Know, Mother, that | am wounded,
moments before martyrdom, because | am defending someone wounded: beloved Iraq.
No sooner does one wound heal than other wounds take its place."

(And | say to you, light of my eyes: how will | recognise your mother when | see dozens,
indeed hundreds, of mothers striking their cheeks at the same time? Please forgive me if
| do not fulfil my promise.)

He said: "Hussam, my mother, the martyr's mother, is a mother to all of you, young
people of tomorrow. Be her sons. When she loses her only son, | hope she will gain all of
you as sons after me."

Only moments passed before | saw tears flow as the young man's pure soul departed.
With a fleeting glance, a hidden tear and the inward thoughts of those of us rescuing that
day's wounded, | awoke from this trance. It was the young man Hussam Abd, whose lost
blood held a world's worth of thought and maturity.

How long will this destruction continue? How long will we lose the young people whom
we had hoped would build Iraq? We have sealed a covenant in blood, we who are young
today and will be grey-haired tomorrow, to remain faithful to this wounded country, just
as Hussam, Ali, Ahmed, Karrar, Mustafa and the other young people of al-Shu'la did when
they were martyred on 27 March 2008 in the al-Rahmaniya and al-Jawadayn tragedy.

To the wounded one we say: Iraq, as long as our bodies remain above the earth, take
until you are satisfied.

Original publication links and dates

Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums ~ - 11 September 2009
https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t353
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION - ARABIC ORIGINAL PRECEDES

The Ignorant Person’s Personal Freedom

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini
Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 9 July 2009

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful.
The Ignorant Person's Personal Freedom

In the name of the Lord of might and majesty, the One, the All-Subduing, the Lord of
night and day, the Forgiving, the Compeller; in the name of God, the Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful. May complete and unceasing blessings, with all their
noble meanings, be upon the best of jinn and humankind, the chosen son of Abd Allah,
Muhammad; upon the pure and blessed members of his household, Ali, Fatima, Hasan
and Husayn, and the nine infallible ones, God's proofs on His earth; and may mercy from
the Lord of the worlds be upon the best community brought forth for humankind. May
these blessings never cease or reach an end until the appearance of the Hujja, the one
who rises, the Mahdi Ahmad ibn al-Hasan, Imam of the first and the last, and until the
coming of the Day of Judgement, about which there is no doubt or reinterpretation. To
proceed:

Expressions with branching meanings have come to dominate speech and language in
the age that we ourselves inhabit. Our generations of children and grandchildren pass
them on. If a meaning is mistaken in itself and generations transmit it in the form
presented to them, with some developments to suit their own time, a silent danger lies
there. It directs the generation and leads it towards decline, religious or moral. We must
therefore establish a firm barrier against that danger.

For this reason, we decided to discuss some matters with friends. Among them was a
phrase raised by chance when one colleague asked another: "Why are you throwing
rubbish in the middle of the street, on the road?" Our colleague's reply stung me and the
other friends present. He answered: "What is it to you? It is my personal freedom!"

What followed was more curious and striking. During this exchange, a small boy, no more
than ten years old, passed by carrying a bottle of juice. His reaction suggested that he
had heard both the question and our colleague's answer. We did not expect what actually
happened: the child acted with extraordinary speed and threw his juice bottle at our
friend. His clothes became wet and were left in a sorry state.
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Our friend grew angry, his cheeks reddened with embarrassment, his eyes widened in
agitation, and he lunged at the boy to strike him. Another friend and | held him back. We
asked the child why he had done this. He answered with the magic phrase: "What is it to
you? It is my personal freedom!"

Our friend was astonished. He shook his head mockingly and said: "What do you know
about freedom, you ignorant child?"

Then began the extraordinary debate between the child and our friend: a discussion
between a ten-year-old and a colleague with years of experience. The child answered
calmly and without losing his composure: "l am not ignorant. But | saw someone called
educated throwing rubbish onto a public road that belongs to everyone. | learned from
him and threw my juice bottle onto his clothes so that our actions would correspond, with
only a small difference in their results. If your act represents your personal freedom, then
mine represents my personal freedom too."

He added: "For your information, with the freedom | learned from your friend, | harmed
just one person: the one whose reckless behaviour taught me how to use freedom. Your
friend, with his distorted freedom, violated a public right: my right, yours, and that of
everyone entitled to walk along this road."

The child then left as though nothing had happened, while our friend remained silent and
offered no comment. It became clear to me and to the group that the boy understood
what he had done. His entire purpose was to give our friend the magic answer to his
magic phrase: "You are wrong." Notice the child's perceptiveness and intelligence, and
the man's lapse and foolishness. But would our friend learn the lesson?

In fact, the preceding story was not a true event, and | was not its eyewitness narrator. |
created it from my imagination to reflect a prevailing situation. It is a simple way to
convey an idea about the misuse of personal freedom. If we spoke at length about what
books contain concerning personal freedom, the explanation would grow long and time
would grow short. Time might run out while the idea remained only an idea. But if the
idea is discussed openly and written down with examples and supporting illustrations, we
will have fulfilled our duty properly.

| return to where | began, to expressions with branching meanings, and before expanding
the subject | wish to connect them with the term "double standards": the measure of
absent understanding and the measure of understanding that is present.

Sometimes someone asks a question who is neither entirely uneducated nor fully
educated, but has received some schooling, perhaps through a literacy programme or
primary school before leaving education. The question concerns the meaning of personal
freedom. We should answer as well as we can and in a way the questioner can
understand, hoping to add to that person's and others' awareness and understanding, so
that the person may in turn benefit others.
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Freedom in its general sense means doing what you are permitted to do, provided that it
does not harm others, and refraining from what you are prohibited from doing, because it
was surely prohibited only because it harms you or someone else.

Here | wish to explain that terminology used to describe a proper approach to freedom in
general may differ from its counterparts in religious disciplines. For example, halal in
religious terminology corresponds to "permitted" in general usage, while haram
corresponds to "prohibited." Some terms are shared by religious and general language,
including mubah, "permissible." This is offered simply for clarification.

Freedom in its particular sense means carrying out your duties correctly and without
hesitation, doing what is required of you in the proper way, receiving what is due to you,
and asking that it too be delivered properly. You have a duty to perform and a right to
receive, without harassment or distortion in the understanding of duties and
entitlements, and without discrimination between peers in a profession or workplace,
whether in the share of duty assigned or the compensation fixed and paid for it.

Freedoms are divided into several categories, each with its own rules. | shall mention
some in general terms. Among general freedoms and rights are the right to own a home,
for example, marry whom you choose, raise your children yourself, sell to whom you
choose and buy from whom you choose, and so forth.

Religious freedoms include the right to follow a particular religion or school of thought,
and to hold a particular belief. | do not wish to pursue the details further. As | said earlier
and repeat here, they cannot be listed, explained and detailed in one, two or even ten
pages. They require books, indeed volumes.

The point here is how to use freedoms and rights correctly. | believe we have already
indicated this by defining them and explaining their meaning. But the question presents
itself: why do others misuse freedom under the claim that it is "personal"?

In my own view, the cause is the person who holds influence and is educated at the same
time. Yet influence and education are not themselves the cause. It is a dead conscience,
and what it does to a person when understanding of a particular subject is absent.

A person may be educated in medicine or engineering, that is, in science, yet be ignorant
of history and social matters. This means the person lacks a humanities education, using
the educational division between the humanities and sciences. My meaning becomes
clear when | say that the person concerned, ignorant about freedom, may be educated
scientifically or in the humanities but lack understanding of other areas and directions.

If this person pursued general knowledge, or a foundational area within it such as
religious knowledge, they would understand religious freedoms and therefore would not
fall into error or misuse freedom. If they knew law and politics, for example, they would
understand some meanings of general freedoms, and so on.
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Specialising in one field of knowledge while leaving others aside is therefore the cause.
When we specialise in a particular science or field, we must not neglect general
knowledge. We should at least pass through it, as the saying goes, "even in passing."

We must pay attention to our behaviour, develop our awareness and educate ourselves

broadly, so that we give the new generation, our children and grandchildren, something

for which they may thank and praise those who came before them. Yet we must not wait
for that thanks and praise.

The Almighty says in His noble Book: in the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the
Most Merciful, "Whoever among you does an atom's weight of good will see it, and
whoever among you does an atom's weight of evil will see it." God, the Most High, the
Great, has spoken the truth.

We can then challenge these confused expressions by spreading general understanding,
beginning with ourselves, then our children, then our society. Ultimately, we will remove
the generation represented by our friend, the owner of the magic phrase in the story, and
create a new generation: aware, understanding what happens around it, and knowing its
duties, its rights and the rights others hold over it, like the ten-year-old boy in the story.

We will thus replace "the ignorant person's personal freedom" with a phrase grounded in
knowledge and understanding: "the educated person's freedom, exercised with
awareness, understanding and insight." From this starting point countries are built,
homelands are liberated and aggression is driven out.

God is the purpose behind this endeavour.
Your brother.

Original publication links and dates

Ushaq al-Zahra Network and Forums ~ - 9 July 2009
https://hussamalsaraf.yoo7.com/t10
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An Interview with the Young Writer Sayyid
Hussam al-Husseini

Hussam Saraf - Published as Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini

Originally published in Arabic - 2009 | Earliest dated source supplied: 17 July 2009

The interviewer’s introduction and questions
Interviewer: Ahmed al-Sajjadi, founder and general administrator of the forums.

At the start of this meeting, | would like to greet our brother, the young writer Sayyid
Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini. | support him in achieving his goal and wish him success in
writing to address our painful social reality.

Mr Hussam, we would like to ask you some questions and hope you will answer them.

1. What is your position on the poor state of society today and the moral crises in our
Islamic societies?

2. How do you see yourself in society, and in which of its groups would you place
yourself?

3. Sayyid Hussam, what is your opinion of the internet, and how do you explain
misconduct in its use?

4. What does the sea mean to you?

5. What does love mean to the writer Hussam al-Husseini, and has he loved anyone?
6. What is your opinion of our modest forum?

In closing our welcome, we offer our sincere thanks to our brother Sayyid Hussam al-
Husseini and wish him success in his life.

Hussam’s responses

Respondent: Sayyid Hussam al-Saraf al-Husseini.
Reply posted on 18 July 2009 at 9:19 pm; edited on 19 July 2009 at 11:31 pm, according
to the forum's displayed record.

In the name of God, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful. Blessings and peace be
upon the master of the messengers, the Messenger of the Lord of the worlds, the truthful
and trustworthy Abu al-Qasim Muhammad; upon the truthful members of his pure
household, Ali, Fatima, Hasan and Husayn; and upon the nine infallible ones among
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Husayn's descendants, for as long as existence, night and day endure, until the
appearance of the promised truth, may his deliverance be hastened, and until the
promised true day. To proceed:

Brother Emperor of the Forum, supervisors, members, guests and visitors: peace be upon
you, the Creator's mercy and the blessings of the Most Compassionate.

Before anything else, | would like to repeat and recall: in the name of God, the One, the
All-Subduing, in the name of the Creator of night and day, in the name of God, the Most
Compassionate, the Most Merciful. | thank and praise Him for every precious blessing,
including this gracious invitation. | also offer my thanks and gratitude to all brothers and
sisters in our forum and yours, Empire of Kings, for these warm feelings and this
generous welcome.

You have asked good questions, and we shall return your kindness with answers that,
God willing, will please and benefit you. | shall answer with complete frankness,
transparency and seriousness, hoping that my words offer something useful to others.
May | succeed in providing satisfying answers that gain God's pleasure, and then yours,
and reach both the purpose of truth and the purpose of your questions.

After placing our trust in God:
Response to the first question

My position on the poor social conditions today is that of the foremost opponent of those
who cause them, calling for their elimination, indeed for their uprooting. As a writer, even
at the beginning of my path, | cannot allow myself to support them. Nor can | remain
neutral, for that too is impossible. | therefore have no position available to me except
opposition, and the foremost opposition, so that we may fulfil our commitment to
defending the right course for society in its current painful condition.

That is one side. As for moral crises in Islamic societies, they are not and will not be
inherently rooted crises. Rather, they are born of the violence imposed on Arab and
Islamic society through unjust wars and occupation. In my own opinion, these matters are
the primary and principal cause of the spread of social corruption and moral deviation
that produce moral crises in our Islamic societies.

| therefore call upon myself and all our believing, religious young people to direct the
energies God has granted them towards repairing this situation, whether their instrument
is writing articles, composing poetry or something else.

Response to the second question

In truth, I am not someone who can see a place for himself in society unless God, His
Messenger and his pure household permit me to be a servant of Muhammad and his
family, and a servant of their followers, loved ones and supporters.
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Nor can | place myself within a particular social group. But | ask God, the One, the All-
Subduing, by the right of Muhammad and his family, blessings and peace be upon them,
to place me among those who defend and uphold their usurped right, and to make me a
small and humble servant before making me a supporter and helper of the Imam of my
time and theirs, the Master of the Command, may God hasten his noble deliverance.

Response to the third question

The internet is a precious blessing God has bestowed on His righteous servants, and a
deadly enchantment through which He has tested His unrighteous servants. If someone
truly recognises what is right, the internet becomes a companion, a friend, a path away
from Satan's whisperings and a broad road to knowledge and learning. If someone does
not recognise the evil of falsehood, the internet becomes a rebellious devil leading that
person towards the abyss and downfall.

The internet is directed by its user's fingertips. Wherever those fingers press, the world
and its companion, the internet, take the person along one of the available paths. One
press leads to the way of the Most Compassionate and paths of guidance; another to
Satan's way and paths of temptation. Govern your fingertips and choose the first and
safer path. The reward will be to follow the way of truth and find safety.

As for my interpretation of misconduct on the internet, as | said earlier, the person goes
astray after yielding to internal pressures stronger than their own resolve, whether
pressures arising from occupation or from wars. Added to these are the absence of a true
adviser and a firm administrator in this field. The absence of religious oversight from a
young age also encourages young people to develop ways of misconduct as their abilities
grow and they advance in age.

Response to the fourth question
For me the sea has three meanings, which I shall list in order of importance.

First: the sea is the abundant, inexhaustible knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt, blessings and
peace be upon them. What a human being possesses of knowledge is only a drop in that
sea.

Second: the sea is life, teeming with every kind of God's creatures. Its pearls and coral,
its greatest beings in standing and worth, are human beings.

Third: the sea is being lost in a world of forgetfulness when companions, friends and
those close to us are absent. But with companions, friends and brothers like you, the
people of this forum, the sea means nothing to me beyond the first and second meanings
| have already described.

Response to the fifth question
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For al-Husseini, love is the gateway to life with both doors open. Love is not a passing
relationship that some may forget, nor an Eastern or Western novel whose heroes marry
at the end, as some suggest. It is an outpouring of feeling: real, sincere feeling towards
another person, according to the nature and degree of the relationship between the lover
and the beloved.

Among forms of love is love for the Prophet's family, peace be upon them; among forms
of passionate love is the love of the prophet Yusuf, may God be pleased with him. There
are also love and passion arising from the instinct God has given human beings. Love has
paths and meanings. If it is founded on appearances, it falls from the eye of the beholder.
If founded on interests, it collapses and leaves its proper course.

Love must therefore expect no return and be incapable of fading. Nothing should
separate the lover and the beloved except departure from this world, with the exception
of love for one's Lord, His Messenger, his household and the truth they brought. | ask
God, by the right of Muhammad and his family, to gather us and those we love beneath
the shade of the throne of Muhammad and his family, blessings and peace be upon them.

As to the other part of the question: yes, Hussam al-Husseini has loved many, and his
heart remains open to loving others.

He has loved his Lord, first because He is his Lord, and because He granted him life with
its many great blessings, including the blessing of writing and guiding the pen.

He has loved twelve luminous stars and a moon shining brightly upon them: the
Messenger sent to God's servants, of whom Hussam is one, and the Imams of guidance
sent by God to these servants, guiding them to truth and righteousness through their
merit and standing with the Lord of the mighty throne.

He has loved his parents, who watched over him and raised him to love Muhammad and
his family, blessings and peace be upon them, and guided him towards the true path
drawn by that pure household.

He has loved his brothers and sisters, who shared ease and hardship with him and
committed themselves to one path, serving the Ahl al-Bayt, blessings and peace be upon
them.

He has loved the woman who has been and will be his support and the mother of his
children.

He has loved friends whom God gave him as a blessing and a great favour.

Response to the sixth and final question
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Calling your forum modest is your opinion alone. | see great hope in it and a bright future,
God willing. Empire of Kings is led towards the summit by an empire of love for Husayn,
peace be upon him, and the way of the Ahl al-Bayt. Its visitors and kings are kings of
good character within that great empire.

We ask God, the One, the All-Subduing, to grant the young people of this forum health
and wellbeing so they may offer more and better service to Muhammad and his family,
blessings and peace be upon them. | also ask God to grant them success in their
endeavours, illuminate their path and guide us and them to the straight way.

In closing, | once again offer my sincere thanks to the Emperor of the Forum and all its
supervisors and members for this gracious invitation.

Peace be upon you, and God's mercy and blessings.
Your brother.

The interviewer’s closing response

Closing response from Ahmed al-Sajjadi
18 July 2009, 9:57 pm, as displayed by the forum.

Thank you, my dear brother, for this full and satisfying reply. | ask God Almighty to grant
you success, mercy and victory in your practical life, and to admit you to the gardens of
eternity in the Hereafter. We hope you will post your articles in our forum so that all parts
of society may benefit. Through our forum, we share the virtues of the Prophet's
household and those who hold the truth, peace be upon them.

At the end of my remarks, | ask God to grant success to us and to you, God willing, and to
make us servants of the noble school of faith. Thank you for your patience in answering
our questions. My greetings to you, from your brother, the Emperor of the Forum.

Original publication links and dates

Empire of Kings Forums ~ - 17 July 2009
https://al7awa.mam9.com/t105

Topic opened: 17 July 2009. Answers: 18 July 2009, 9:19 pm. Edit displayed on the answers: 19 July 2009,
11:31 pm. Interviewer’s closing reply: 18 July 2009, 9:57 pm. Times are as displayed by the forum.
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